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Wisconsin sees its first 
two coronavirus deaths 


Unemployment spikes; 
economy limps along 


Ashley Luthern 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


The state’s first deaths from corona- 
virus, a jump in the number of con- 
firmed cases and a skyrocketing vol- 
ume of new unemployment claims 
confirmed Thursday how deeply the 
highly contagious disease is affecting 
the health and economic well-being of 
Wisconsin. 

Two people — a man in his 50s from 
Fond du Lac County and a man in his 
90s from Ozaukee County — died from 
COVID-19, Gov. Tony Evers said Thurs- 
day. 

“Our hearts go out to all the loved 
ones affected by these deaths and to all 
those suffering from this virus,” Evers 
said in a news release. 

Confirmed coronavirus cases in 
Wisconsin have surged to 155 across 21 


counties, according to an update from 
the state Department of Health Ser- 
vices Thursday. The cases spanned the 
state, from Milwaukee to Bayfield and 
Pierce to Outagamie counties. So far, 
nearly 2,200 Wisconsinites have test- 
ed negative. 

Daily life has slowed to a crawl — 
traffic is all but non-existent in many 
locations, stores are open fewer hours 
or closed, schools are pivoting as best 
they can to online classwork, and em- 
ployers are continuing to keep employ- 
ees working from home, or not working 
at all. 

On Thursday, Menomonee Falls- 
based Kohl’s joined other retailers that 
have temporarily closed, saying it 
would shut down all its stores until the 
situation is safer. 

Nearly 30,000 new unemployment 
claims have been filed in Wisconsin so 
far this week — nearly six times the 
amount made last week in the state, 
according to preliminary data released 
from the U.S. Department of Labor. 

The number likely will balloon even 


more as more people lose work at bars, 
restaurants and other businesses, and 
as employers trying to keep workers on 
the payroll temporarily give in. 

Savannah Bierma, of Milwaukee, is 
among those filing for unemployment 
this week. She and her boyfriend work 
in the entertainment industry for hour- 
ly pay. 

“My household at the moment is 
making zero income and we don't 
know where that will be coming from,” 
she told the Journal Sentinel. 

Coronavirus also is taking a toll on 
health care workers serving on the 
front lines of the pandemic. The Jour- 
nal Sentinel has heard from nearly a 
dozen health care workers from hospi- 
tals in Milwaukee and Madison who 
report they have no protective masks 
or that they have been required to wear 
a single mask all day. 

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention has said nurses and 
other health providers may need to use 


See VIRUS, Page 12A 


Crisis could put April vote 
under national spotlight 


Wearing protective gloves, poll worker Doug Downing, right, deposits a voter’s ballot during early voting on 
Monday at the Zeidler Municipal Building, 841 N. Broadway, Milwaukee. Poll workers are wearing protective 
gloves and frequently cleaning writing instruments and other surfaces with disinfectant wipes in an effort to 
prevent the spread of the coronavirus. MARK HOFFMAN/MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


Regardless of what Sanders does, the state also may 


Dem primaries have been 
postponed in other states 


Craig Gilbert Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


The coronavirus has suddenly put Wisconsin in a 
unique and very strange place politically. 

If the state holds its scheduled April 7 election, it will 
be the only major contest in the Democratic presidential 
race for the next six weeks since Georgia and Louisiana 
both postponed their primaries because of public 
health concerns. 

The Democratic race is largely over in the eyes of 
most analysts after Joe Biden piled up three more victo- 
ries Tuesday over Bernie Sanders in Florida, Illinois and 
Arizona. 

But if Sanders keeps running, Wisconsin would be 
the only real chance for him to make anything like a “last 
stand” between now and late April, due to the impact of 
coronavirus on clearing out the nominating calendar. 


find itself on the front lines of an unfolding national de- 
bate about holding elections amid a pandemic, a civic 
dilemma that pits the essential mechanics of democra- 
cy against public health. 

“I think it could be an interesting test case for the rest 
of the country to examine,” University of Wisconsin- 
Madison political scientist Barry Burden said of the 
“terrible trade-off” between holding the election as 
scheduled and putting it off. 

Here is a closer look at the national implications of 
Wisconsins April election amid a rapidly shifting land- 
scape: 


How the primary calendar has changed 


Even before coronavirus, Wisconsin occupied a quiet 
stretch of the nominating season. But now, “it’s really 
going to be dead,” said political scientist Josh Putnam, 
an expert on the nominating process. 

Among the states that have already postponed their 
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Doctors using 
repurposed 
drugs to treat 
COVID-19 


Mark Johnson Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Researchers pressed forward Thurs- 
day with plans for clinical trials using 
plasma from recovered coronavirus pa- 
tients to help those sick with the dis- 
ease. At the same time, some U.S. doc- 
tors were using two so-called “re- 
purposed drugs” on an experimental, 
compassionate basis. 

The two drugs, chloroquine and hy- 
droxychloroquine, have already been 
found safe for the treatment of other 
diseases and are now being used to treat 
hospitalized COVID-19 patients who are 
considered to be moderately ill. 

The hope is that the drug would help 
a patient who already has the disease 
improve and pull through. 

The treatment does not have a stamp 
of approval from the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration but can be employed by 
doctors caring for the seriously ill when 
no other treatment is available. 

“I think the solution is finding drugs 
that can be repurposed and trying them 
like the Chinese did,” said Rodney Wil- 
loughby Jr., infectious disease specialist 
at Children’s Wisconsin hospital and 
the Medical College of Wisconsin. Wil- 
loughby is well-known for helping save 
Jeanna Giese, a Fond du Lac girl, who in 
2004 became the first person in the 
world to survive rabies without vaccine. 

“There are doctors in this country 
whoare using chloroquine and hydroxy- 
chloroquine.” 

The potential downside to the two 
drugs is the uncertainty surrounding 
the quality of the Chinese data support- 
ing their use against COVID-19, said Jef- 
frey Henderson, an associate professor 
of medicine and molecular biology at 
the Washington University School of 
Medicine in St. Louis. 
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Health care 
workers may 
turn to making 
masks at home 


Raquel Rutledge and Mark Johnson 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Nurses and other health care provid- 
ers are being advised they may have to 
use homemade masks devised from 
scarves and bandannas should the sup- 
ply of FDA-cleared masks run out. 

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention calls homemade masks 
a “last resort” to be used only during a 
crisis, because their capability to pro- 
tect is unknown. 

“Caution should be exercised when 
considering this option,’ the CDC’s 
website states. 

The directive comes as nurses and 
other health care workers in Wisconsin 
are grappling with a shortage of masks, 
gowns and other gear to protect them 
from COVID-19. 

The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel has 
heard from nearly a dozen health care 
workers from hospitals in Milwaukee 
and Madison who report they have no 
protective masks or that they have been 
required to wear a single mask all day. 

“This is cause for concern,” said Gina 
Dennik-Champion, executive director 
of the Wisconsin Nursing Association, 
an advocacy group for the state’s rough- 
ly 90,000 nurses. 

Masks degrade the longer you wear 
them and can become contaminated 
when you reuse them. 
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County executive Abele accuses Lips- 
comb of sneaking through a change to 
Pension Board conflict rules. Local, 6A 


‘He did the unthinkable’ 


An oral history of Sam Dekker’s 
legendary state-title game for 
Sheboygan Lutheran. Sports, 1B 


Weather 
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